
Homily for the sixth Sunday of Easter, c cycle 

In her reflections on today’s gospel reading (Jn. 14: 24-33) biblical scholar Diane Bergant recalls a popular Christmas 
movie dating back several years: “Home Alone”. The story may be familiar to you. A suburban family goes off on 
vacation. Early in the trip they realize that one of the children is missing. A boy was left behind. The parents are 
horrified. Their son is home alone. 

Bergant is left to wonder, “How would I cope if I were left alone?” 

In the hours of the night before he was arrested, Jesus talked at length to his disciples. He prepares them for his 
departure. Hours later he will be arrested. 

In a sense, they will be left alone. Where would they find the strength and direction they would need in his absence?  

Jesus reassures them. He promises to send an advocate, the Holy Spirit. It is his parting gift. The promise will be fulfilled 
on Easter Sunday night. 

In the gift of the Spirit, the risen Christ and the Father come and make their home with the disciples. 

Julius Marcan was a Jewish businessman who, somehow, managed to survive the Nazi death camp, Auschwitz. Among 
those he met in the camp was a Jewish convert to the catholic faith, and a Carmelite nun, Edith Stein. She left a lasting 
impression. He writes: 

“Among the prisoners who were brought in on the fifth of August Sister Benedicta (Edith’s religious name) stood out on 
account of her calmness and composure.” 

“She was an angel going around among the women, comforting them, helping them and calming them.” 

”During the whole of her stay there she was so busy washing and cleaning the children as acts of loving kindness that 
everyone was astonished”. 

“While distress and fear engulfed many of the inmates, she was a model of peace.”  Edith Stein died in a gas chamber. 

How do we account for this woman’s extraordinary valor? The answer is given by Christ on the eve of his death. Jesus 
said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give it to you. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled or afraid” (Jn. 14: 27) 

We live in troubled times. We are reminded daily of skyrocketing inflation, violence on our city streets, drug trafficking, 
the virtual collapse of family life, the decline in mass attendance and the general indifference to religious faith in many 
quarters of our society.  And, in each of these situations, Jesus speaks to us: 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God. Have also faith in me. (Jn. 14:1). It is as if Jesus was saying to 
each one of us, “Chill out”. 

Jesus did not leave us orphans. We are not alone. 

In Saint Teresa of Avila’s beautiful prayer, the influence of Christ is clearly manifest. Let us ponder her words: 

“Let nothing disturb you 
Let nothing frighten you 
All things are passing away: 
God never changes. 
Patience obtains all things 
Whoever has God lacks nothing. 
God alone suffices. 
 
Jesus promises to lead us home. He is our traveling companion.  We have no reason to fear. 


